With the June =sue of Vic Computing you should have
recuived s copy of Commodore User, the oow magazine for
everyone who has an inferes| in gefting ths most from
Commoilori compiters,

Some readsrs sre worried about our ineEntions on Vie
Computing, and we'd fike toset the rocord stralght by talling
vou whatl wa're dolng — and why.

Firnt, Vit Computing and Commadore User bolh come from
the Paradox Groop We're small indeperslent and
spociulisod: unlike mest of the microcompuler METS you SRS
around we aren’l part of some money-making publishing
mergnlith, Nor do we intend to become that kind of company.

And we don't make buge proflts oul of Vie Compuoting. 1o
financial Il.'-:ms.‘mhtishing is g bit of & vicious circle — to
become sucomaful vou huve to run pretty big imees with a
It of readers buying the pnd a ol of sdvarisars
nchvnrtining in i1 Bul loachieve that leval of frequency, cirou.
lation and sdvertising support in (e lirst plece takes a lot of
money. Up tonow wi just haven"t been able to risk thatmuch
investment. O to put i another way, we simply havent hnd
the money o invest,

Vic Camputing & becoming more sucosssiul, though, and
fhat s e reason why we intend fo go monithly, [Lalso means
we're hotinr abls fo s swooe cesh from ooteide the
srganisation. And all in Al we can now think sbowt going mm
tri thin mmvissitin ok

But it's horribly expensive, snd that mekes it a big risk. Cur
jargest mingle Wl righl now is phe cost of printing the
magaring, And o put the magazine inle he oountTy's
newnagents wo Il have (o print many more copies tean we do
now, #0 Lhe printer's bl 1s going lo be astrenomin

Still, wa do mtemnd tobey 1L, Wa will of courss continos fo sall
mbscriptions for postal dalivery to you ss well, But from the
Auntumn we wanl to be o monthly megazine

Goine monthly and being sodd by new: il rOprESEnts Twi
s jer r.hnrﬁlm n[rnml_gﬂrm' a bimonthly subscription-only
magazing. Tha third changs (s eqguully logioal — wa'll be
axtending the range of our coverage to inchude other Commn-
dore ‘personnl’ computurs

And what's the reason for that? It is partly became thare's
alraady su much interest from Vic owners in e Commodore
64, particularly in view of what's Hkely to happen to th 84's
price ovor the naxt 12 months, Then there's the promise of
new under-£300 computers from C ¢ our resders
will wunt to know abowt them, Andd finally [of course] there's
tha financial sepect agoaln — & wider sopps mesns BOre
readers and more advertisers, which in turn means we'll be
able o produoe thicker (ssues of the mugoecing,

Bocpuse we will be oovering more than just the Vic, there
dowsn’t poom 1o be moach polnt in olloging 1o the name Yic
[ ing. That's why 1he mapesines wi wo sonthly with in

e Austumn will be called Commeodore Liser [subjent to tha
spproval ol Commadores, which owns the nama), und it will

incarporate Vie Computing.

But we'd like tu ussure you of this: over the year Commodaere
Uger will give youal least us maoy poges of aditorial contenl
devolod 1o the Vic-20 sa vou would hawe gol from Vie
Compoting. Thal's o (otal of around 180 pages on the Vi,

Andd while we will be running some artices specilc o other
cnemputary — nolsbly e84, of courme — many of e "axire
editorial pleces will be of relevance to Vic owners, since
{ammnckire cumpulors all 1end 1o follow moch he eemo

principles of oparation.

Whai'n more, we doo’l intend to kill aff the nama “Vic
Computing’. It will be retained for the Yicanly section in the
T T

Subscribers nesdn't worry, either. We guarantee thal your
Yic Compulisg sl plionad will ba bonoured [or bowesor
many ssuss vou're still owed when we moke the changa.

Mor do we iolmel W wlter the styln and balaoos of the
mrigasing: we liks the way Vie Computing reads @i the
pmmonl, ored wo hope you do oo, B i the e poinded mag
wa o b able (o run more readers’ programs in the
Vicluals sectiom and mors el progromming tools n A
Matter of Roullses, And we're retaining sl e ro ¥
cofumnists — Bufterfield, Todd, Tommy, Henry Deckhand
— g will af air segular contreibuloes (b Vie Gomputing.

We aren’t entirely altruistic — we would like to maka snma
matisy = bul we don’™t want to sorew aoyune. [ we were in
bsiness simply to make momiey, we probably wouldn't ba
duing Vic Computing or Commodore User; (hero are pasior
aned more profilable ways (o make money out of computers

But we lke publishing, and we like small compulors. W buy
and uRa ﬂdli-:lﬂ hardwure aid mew programs: wa write ano
m;‘j:ummm-. wie have to struggle with the same suppliers,
products snd user manucals that you do; we have all the
ploasures and problems of the microcompuber isar in the
ruml] world, Sinoe tha real world demands Ul we buve (o
have some wuy of muking o lving. we regard ourselves as
guito lucky as heing able to do that by producing o home
CxnTpating meRE e,

We wunl Commodars Usar to rallect all of thetl, We aro sure
wa cEn produce a good magazine for vou — and we're
rertain it will be & worthy successor 10 Vic Compuating

It's not just owr megacing, oogh — Vie Compuoting is voors
T, Wie hinlien the changes will make [or o blagor and betior
magarine hal's good lor both of ua. But we would like to
knerw what you think now hal you've seen the pilot iseus of
Commmodore User and rand this, Alressdy we'vo oo somo
lettars on the suljec! — see the 'Dear Vic” pages — but we
warabil (ks mormn mors feecilheck, Weils and Dol us know whal

you Lhimbc.

1, Commodore User and the
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Just the thing for S
these long winter el J

o . EMPIRE £6.95
{Dragon/BBLC “H™)

“This is a terrific game . . . highly

r: U _‘ ‘i\
| widdictive™
EM ‘\?::‘ Home Computing Weekly -
PIR F
il “An exiremely good gams hoghi s
FOnm

recommenided

Personal omputer Nrwe

HARDS
M T Jre “The 1deal EFame as i e winier |:|i,;|'|l-.
draw in™

1'n||-||]1| r 1'.|:|r:||1||l:|r=||: Woeekly

AVAILABLE FROM BOOTS AND
ALL GOOD SOFTWARF
STOCKISTS OR DIRECT,
ENCLOSING A CHEQUE/P.O. TO
SHARDS SOFTWARE

189 ETON ROAID.

ILFORD.

ESSEX IG] 2UR.

COMMODORE

you use a Commodore

you need

on sale at newsagents from 26 January

price 85p

24 COMPUTER & VIDEO CGAMES
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YE RS BEEEEEEE Commodore User is now on sale at newsagents price 85p |}
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o9 LANTERN 1199/4A

SOFTWARE

HIRE soFware

CHOOSE FROM OUR VAST RANGE

FREE 24 page CATALOGUE with full details of our range of oved 220
:|f||ll|-|'r|'|r'.?-;;r iiTiE T .'_"|il,"l: "-.F'Fl:- !HI.'l"..'1 [ I|:|---|jwlrl-"n-u:;_‘-rm--rr.’-r‘.l"lf—
bhishers. YWhather you prefer AP ali et lost in an adveniure
[T F H l'-F' ﬂ:- 3HT TAPES r'.?'ﬂ HOPIT! (695 HUNCHBACK HAVDCHK £5.85
'-.-|'__'| '|| [ ,_||_ Guide your rogs 10 salety 1hra over £U0 Strateh vour Bas B ife lemals thiu 24
ahmats of cars, lorres irakng Y illarent sheats ol Arivalled & e
FASTSEHWCE e O . =4 L
.-:n.;:-r-:il Py ._': |I 12 1 n;--_m.- yourardar 1-"1-'1 ways Send cheque or P.O. to Lantern Software
e first ¢ |». st 4 Haffenden Rd, TENTERDEN, Kent, TN30 6QD
LDWEST PH*CES or send SAE for a full list
Az RS Drary, yet we offer the Look out for our products al your local T.1. retailer
eT ramnge | fifles FF ES HI Pr_ | & .._.-1_ T & i I-H: ::."I' ||.!""-T
|'_|.J A0p p&p|
FREE TAPE HIH’E

= == E

For Hara wi EE 80 icit 1 )
W Wbrary now. You can | aflord ‘~.-"-' toll i ":-E.* gther library and
areg -.-.-,||.,-.'|"n|,|. lavms send astam r\- gl |,.-.,|;-l-lrll [T I-., '-,-.lnﬁ |::_-L|-|.-|-I CHLAT CH H ISTI N E cn M PUTI NG LTD
e confident you'l join when you see i 6a Florence Close, Watford, Herts
'-'------------ﬂ----------------------
\ le@ﬂfﬂl@lﬁlﬂ& 200 Mulgrave Fic n Tel: 0923 672941
" Cheam, Surray EM, aJT = .
1 = S@F WW&%E H Quality software for TI99/4A
= F ] = Our range includes Blast It!, Cor!, Spudz, UFO
= P = Crocword. All in Tl Basic at £4.95.
= oy : NEMBETE ':""""H T : We also stock a selection from Stainless Software
N r: 2 '."'f'r.';f._"",f.'.'h';F___r,','_!,,",,._'ﬂ:';:'.,',__,, ek ighted with your 1 including — Night Flight, Hang Glider, Zarquon etc. And
: N ks = from Intrigue Software, the graphics adventure Adven
1 ] ture Mania, at £5.95.
. Ao I
= = Send cheque'P.O. to the above address or send oUp
1 1 (refundable} for lisl. C.0.D. avalable
] CERVG2 |
-----ﬁ-------—'-“--’--‘-------------‘---I - o
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GOTIA NEW
COMPUTA

Games Extra

So now you've got a new Commodore
computer what are you going to
dowith it? We have the answer and

it won't cost you a penny.

The January edition of COMMODORE USER
has a FREE 36 page Games Extra. It

contains six super listings for the 64,

many written by professional authors for
companies like Melbourne House and
McGraw Hill. Shiver in Dracula’s

Nightmare, discover the North-West Passage
in Francis Drake’s Adventure or dodge the
avalanche in Everest.

We haven't forgotten Vic owners either.

Bricky, Beeglebug or dodge the traffic with
Hoppa. All are published complete with our
‘Easy - Enter'technigue exclusively developed
for COMMODORE USER.

Look out for the January issue of COMMODORE USER.
ATYOUR NEWSAGENT FROM THE 22ND OF DECEMBER.

The Complete Commodore Software Guide

Not content with one free gift, our February edition
contains a 36 page Complete Commodore Software Guide.
We list over a thousand programs, with prices. Whatever
the software package you are after for your Commodore —
from Jet Set Willy to word processors — The Complete
Commodore Software Guide is the place to start.

On sale Jan 26th 1985.

COMMODORE




Games Extra

S0 now you've got a new Commodore
computer what are you going to

do with it? We have the answer and
Iitwon't cost you a penny.

The January edition of COMMODORE USER
has a FREE 36 page Games Extra. It
contains six super listings for the 64,
many written by professional authors for
companies like Melbourne House and
McGraw Hill. Shiverin Dracula’s .
Nightmare, discover the North-West Passage
in Francis Drake's Adventure or dodge the
avalanche in Everest.

We haven't forgotten Vic owners either.

Bricky, Beeglebug or dodge the traffic with
Hoppa. All are published complete with our
Easy—Enter’technique exclusively developed
for COMMODORE USER.

Look out for the January issue of COMMODORE USER.
ATYOUR NEWSAGENT FROM THE 22ND OF DECEMBER.

The Complete Commodore Software Guide

Not content with one free gift, our February edition
contains a 36 page Complete Commodore Software Guide.
We list over a thousand programs, with prices. Whatever
the software package you are after for your Commodore —
from Jet Set Willy to word processors — The Complete
Commodore Software Guide is the place to start.

On sale Jan 26th 1985.

COMMODORE




A PERFECT COUPLE

COMMODORRY

Just like ham and eggs and peaches and cream, Commodore

User is the perfect companion for your 64 or Vic 20. Every

month Commodore User is packed full of the latest new il
games reviews, special projects and business computing, b o

plus the latest software charts, Tommy's Tips for your trnr:ln:ﬂ,.r i 7
computer problems, hil m—— =
and much much more, . - ! . _

Commodore User, the Ry P, =
perfect magazine for [ | A AL d iy _ B
Commodore owners, at el e M ;Hﬂ”

your newsagent on the
first of every month.
Allforonly 85p.

THEPRESS IS A
TAXON YOU

There are strong
reasons to believe
the Chancellor of the
Exchequer is
planning to impose
VAT on your
magazine.

Such a move would
turn the clock back
130 years - the last
tax on the Press was
repealed in 1855.
Since then ‘No tax on
knowledge’ has been
a principle agreed by
all Governments,
even in the darkest
days of war.

A free Press is a tax-free Press.

No Government should be given the power to
impose financial pressure on a Press it may not like.

i

Write to your MP insisting that he says ‘NO' to any
tax on reading.




A PERFECT COUPLE

ICOMMODOREN

Just like ham and eggs and peaches and cream, Commodore
User is the perfect companion for your 64 or Vic 20. Every |
month Commodore User is packed full of the latest new St Beratiog Vi Compu : -

games reviews, special projects and business computing, L [l
plus the latest software charts, Tommy'’s Tips for your tricky

computer problems, —
and much much more. —
Commodore User, the
perfect magazine for
Commodore owners, at
your newsagent on the
first of every month.
Allforonly 85p.

THE PRESS IS A
TAX ON YOU

There are strong
reasons to believe
the Chancellor of the
Exchequer is
planning to impose
VAT on your
magazine.

Such a move would
turn the clock back
130 years - the last
tax on the Press was

a sample copy of repealed in 1855, REIC gt ™

*ATIONAL COMPUTING Since then ‘No tax on s 12045 ' | e
M T S knowledge’ has been | L 'WT .1
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days of war.

A free Press is a tax-free Press.

No Government should be given the power to
impose financial pressure on a Press it may not like.

4 Herbal Hill

London EC1 5E]

Write to your MP insisting that he says ‘NO' to any
tax on reading.
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Free Games to type in by:
Jeff Minter, Tony Crowther,
Tony Gibson, Mike Singleton,
Charles Goodwin,

Mark Harrison
Richard Leinfellner,

and Jon Williams.

sale

This bumper
games supplement is

COMPLETELY FREE WITH
Commodore User:— the U.K.'s

favourite Commodore magazine.
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THIS

MO" I “ This is it — the definitive guide to musical
add-ons for the 64. You can’t miss our

music special in your newsagents next
month. It will have a flexi-disk on the
front cover with a medley of hits by
Heaven |7 — composed on the new
TMS music system. Discover the sounds
hidden in your 64 with this definitive
guide.

G FORCE

The crack team have been busier than ever lately writing our new BIGGER reviews of
the latest Christmas releases. For your enjoyment we check out Jeff Capes Strong Man
Game, Rock and Wrestle, Rambo, Commando, Lord of the Rings, Gyroscope,
Mercenary, all the cheapies, and all the compilations. Just don't forget, G Force reviews
are always first and best.

HAPPY HACKER £I’000

Introducing a new Mr. Hacker with a new look guide to
whats going on at Compunet and Micronet. Plus

EiﬂEEﬂb:}rlwhat are they, which one, how much, and WOR TH OF
FREE TYPE IN PRIZES

GAM ES Win TMS Music Systems, Elektra Glide's, Zoids ang

: Commodore User a month for 1986.
Can’t afford ten quid for the latest smasherooney? Worry
not, there are always short, free games to type in CU.

HOT SHOTS

All the: nevis; that THEY. don't Wafic o to kasw boutn On sale Saturday December 21.
this New Year Sleeze Special. Make sure of your copy now.




If you've just acquired a |28 don't miss our |28 Software round-up. The best guide to what's available now for your
machine. C16 and Plus/4 owners can look forward to all the latest game reviews plus free type-ins for the baby
Commodore

; A& G Force won't be joining in the festivities this Christmas. They have a bag full of game reviews to keep them
glued to the screen. Big games like Desert Fox, Rock and Wrestle (please Melbourne House) Zoids (please Martech) and Tie
Ar King Fu. Plus reviews of all the latest games under development including a sneak view of 'V’ and several others.

PW?WW/ T

part two of our Secret Service feature showing you how
to generate codes with your Commodore micro. Plus
Computer Magic — short programming tricks for your
64

Once again Commodore User
demonstrates that it is the only magazine covering what's
happening in America. YWe bring you an exclusive report
from California — the inside story on Epyx —
manufacturers of Summer Games [, Winter Games,
Impossible Mission and Pitstop. Not to be missed if you
want to find out what games to look out for next year

—
ﬁw on the front cover of next month’s issue

PLAY BETTER — the most comprehensive round-up of
hints and tips, maps, peeks and pokes to help you score
higher on your favourite games. There's 14 pages of them
— all in full colour. If you are into games on the 64 you
have GOT TO GET THIS FREE SUPPLEMENT.

All this plus your letters, lots of
competitions, peripherals reviews, the
best adventure column in the business,
Gallup Top Twenty games chart, and all
the games gossip in Hot Shots

To avoid disappointment order
your copy from your local
newsagent now. ON SALE JAN 26.
A giveaway at 95p.




THE NEW LOOK
LELY ISSUE

SALE JUNE 26th

THE HOTTEST NEWS, REVIEWS,
HINTS, TIPS AND GOSSIP

IN THE COMMMODORE
WORLD

GOOD 10% OFF
ANY ORDERS

BYTE OVER £30

* NEW MANAGEMENT + NEW FAST — FIRST CLASS SERVICE
* NEW PRICE LIST AVAILABLE MONTHLY — FREE ON REQUEST

' SOME OF THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL OFFERS!
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MB T PACK INC

coL LINS SOFTWARE PACK 4-11 YEARS

COLLINS PADDINGTON PACK INC

HILL McGIBBON PACK INC

e IMAGINE PACN INC_
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ONLY FOR
BIG GAME
HUNTERS

You need lightning reflexes, nerves of steel and
plenty of brain power when you tackle today’s
big games. That's why you'll find
COMMODORE USER your favourite ally. We
don’t just review the Megagames first, but give
you maps, hints, tips and inside information to
help you tame the most difficult of beasts.

The new look...

USER

ON SALE THE 26th OF EVERY MONTH

MEGASTREAM LIMITED

WE GUARANTEE BEST TITLES AT DISCOUNT PRICES
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Please send SAE for a catalogue of games for

Spectrum, Commodore and M.5.X. and all the other computers.
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Pleass make cheque's or postal order's payable to Empire Software,

EMPIRE SOFTWARE DEPT CVG9

116A Palmers Road, New Southgate, London W11 15L

Telephone enguiries welcome.
Phone: 0]-361 1933




value to your favourite magazine by giving you 24 extra
pages of your favourite column — Play to Win.

This column has established itself as the leading hints and
tips column in the business with scoops so far this year on
Ghosts and Goblins, Druid and Mercenary the Second City to
name but three.

Play to Win Ill is 24 pages of full colour maps, hints and
tips of the toughest games around.

For security reasons we can't say what the games are
going to be but they will be big, tough and frustrating.
Our crack team of tipsters have been beavering away
through the Summer backed up by our regular game
reviewers. Miss this one and we can guarantee you will
be disappointed.

I t's freebie time again and Commodore User is set to add

GCOMMODORE USER

EXTRAL o o = =

The Christmas launches are beginning to arrive.
We already have copies of 1942, Jack the
Nipper, Deactivators, Ghosts ‘n’ Goblins on the
C16, Paperboy with lots more promised. The
November issue will have a mass of Screen
Scene — occupying most of the extra pages left over by Play
to Win — which is appearing as a super free booklet.

TYPE-INS

C16 type-ins are back. We are giving away a free game from Robcom’s King Size 50 Game Pack.
Robcom reckon you’'ll like the sampler so much you'll buy the company — er sorry, the tape.

TRIED AND TESTED

Little red boxes to control your home? Tried and Tested investigates.
Hot Shots, Into the Valley, US Hotline, Buzz and all your favourite regulars.

P.S. Our previous
Play to Win issues
sold out. Order your
copy now.

On sale
October 26. Yours
for

a pound.
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MONSTER!

There’ll be no missing our December issue
on the newstands. It’'ll be weighing down
the shelves with our two
Christmas gifts to you.

GIFT No.l

biggest everissue of the best

Commodore magazine in the business.
Certain other mags have been shouting about
quantity. The Commodore User readers know
that we trade on quality. December’s i’
Commodore User will be — the first as
always with the reviews of the big
b4 and 16 games. The only difference
Is an extra 25 pages — all completely
free. We haven’t stinted on the
colour either —there’s an extra
ten pages of that as well.

GIFT No.2'

A splendid double sided Poster/
Calendar for your bedroom wall,
Side one contains a top artist's
interpretation of one of the big Xmas
launches. Side two contains a massive
Play To Win special map of a game that
has been driving you up the wall.
Here's what your bumper Christmas Special
will include:
Play To Win — ten pages of hints, tips, maps,
pokes and something special for the C16.
Screen Scene — biggest ever, with even more
colour. C16/Plus4 owners can also look forward to more
pages and more colour with no less than ten Screen Scene
pages guaranteed just for you.
Type Ins — one for C16 and one for the 64.
Into the Valley — getsits share of the space witlh
ten pages on adventure including review
of The Archers, Moonmist, and a
speacial Valley Rescue feature on the
Ultima series.
Hot Shots finds out what the programmers
want for Christmas and puts you to the ultimate

test in the Hotshots Trivia Quiz. . .

There is just more of everything in this monster. So
order your copy now. A mere £1. On sale November 26.



Getsome bubbly in now cos we've got something foryouto
celebrate, and | don’t mean Christmas. The spirit of giving

knows no bounds here at Commodore User. Regular

readers have already benefitted from two free

gifts in a row but — as the man says — you ain't seen nothing yet.
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a full colour 24-page booklet. Our expert team o o ©
of reviewers pick out the best games of
all time — shoot 'em ups, combat, arcade
conversions, adventure and many more.
What were those great classics?
Why were they great? Did
you buy them?

But don’t just buy it for the
freebie. The mag itself will feature
no less than 90 pages of sparkling
editorial. Screen Scene is bigger than
ever before. A guaranteed 40 pages of
reviews — that’s more than any other
single magazine. Look out for: Gauntlet,
Xevious, Crystal Castles, Scooby Doo,
It’s A Knockout, Avenger, Kwah,
Knucklebusters, Shaolin’s Road and literally
dozens more. The toughest team of reviewers in
the business will be pulling no punches as usual.

Play To Win has its usual share of exclusive maps,
Hot Shots has all the filth, Tommy has all the answers
and if you've any sense you'll be at your newsagent
bright and early on the 20th December.
Remember Commodore User is out early this month. So get
your order in now.

It’ll be the best value you'll get out of a pound this year.
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Commodore User's Big Fat Preview Special features three playable
demos of top coin-op converts - Flying Shark, Buggy Boy and 720,
No cover price hikes to pay for the tapes either. A gift from us to you.
Inside you will find more games reviews than any other magazine by
top writers Mike Pattenden, Gary Penn, Ken McMahon, Ferdy
Hamilton, Bohdan Buciak, Bill Scolding and many more.

Nick Kelly's Arcades keeps you posted on coin ops and there are
stacks of compos. In fact there is so much in this issue you would be a

total ¥ ¥ ¥ X not to rush down to your news agent and place
your order right now.
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